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The children:
- grade 7th C, class for children with severe intellectual disabilities 

and ASD

- Antonia and Georgia- twins,16 years old

- Alexandru and Vlad- 14 years old



Mediated learning experiences

-we followed the S-H-O-H-R model

-mediators: the class teacher, an architect

-activities: preparing for future professions with main focus on space, 
environment, architecture

-context: once a week activities (1-2 hours) where the class teacher 
and an architect worked together with the children 

-duration: the whole school year (aprox.35 weeks)



Why an architect as mediator?

An architect is a complex specialist, he works with images, details, but 
also plans, often creating or restructuring a space, a building, a 
town. His activity is very similar to completing puzzles, one of the 
activities where children with ASD are fast and accurate.

Children with ASD think in images, so an architect could be the perfect 
professional to present new information and help the children 
integrate that.

An architect is also very practical, he works with real objects and 
spaces, often giving new dimensions to them. We used his practical 
approach to show children that their previous knowledge can be 
applied in real life.



Goals:

- to facilitate interactions with other professionals besides teachers
- to offer learning experiences in other spaces such as streets, 

squares, parks, offices of architects, old buildings, the town
- to facilitate transition from known places and routes to new ones, in 

the presence of an expert providing useful information and excellent 
guiding towards details interpretations

- to rise the level of sight/observing-from walking observing the shoes 
towards walking observing the buildings, integrating their details

- to empower the children using their ideas while creating a new 
space in the school yard-with professional supervision and help from 
the architect

- to link knowledge taught in school and real life. 



The architect as 
mediator:

-has helped the children 
regarding transcendence 
(useful transfer)  and 
significance (purpose) of 
learning

-has used his specific 
knowledge and has applied 
it to mediate the feeling of 
competence



Examples of mediated identification and
description verbal- focus on real size of people and things- abstract notions 

such as measure become very practical



Examples of mediated imitation and repetition- air 
view of a park, followed by reconstruction using 
natural elements such as leaves- the architect 

also guides the children verbally, activating 
details from previous walk in the park.



Examples of mediated 
identification

and description verbal-
focus on a real tower and its 
representations 2D and 3D-
paper tower later explored 

in reality



Examples of 
mediated 

representation of 
future-planning a pool 
with plastic balls for 

the courtyard-
children changing 

spaces 



The plan:



Examples of mediated focusing, imitation and repetition-constructing the pool

The children work side by side with a carpenter, the architect is by now only an 
observer. The children have the power, they are changing the school yard.



Challenges, difficulties:
- the architect and the teacher have different vocabulary, different 

approaches regarding teaching children with ASD- they must work 
to complete each other and prepare the activities in advance

- for some activities,  the level of abstraction was to high for the 
children, but architect and teacher worked well together ( they both 
had many years of experience in their working field and could adapt 
teaching on the spot)

- details integration is a long process, it was quite hard to teach 
children to see the buildings and the town as a whole and not only 
as pieces of a puzzle

- the pool was quite a bold challenge, but we were lucky enough to 
get funding from private sources and an NGO- we did not let the 
children down, but this could be a problem for others following our 
steps, so be sure the plan can become reality.



Results:

- All the children were more confident while walking in the town, at the 
end of the school year they were able to find the way to the school 
by themselves, even using different routes.

- The children learned about their abilities and strengths, they know 
now they can use their ideas to create something real.

- Verbal communication improved, as children were highly motivated 
to express their ideas and wishes while working with the architect, 
so their verbal sentences were more and more clear, especially the 
demands.

- Social interactions became more and more appropriate, as the 
children came in contact with many new people, other architects, 
people from offices, different buildings, buses and so on.



Final result


